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TWAS IN ACTION 

Scie n ce  fo r  a  b e t t e r  w or ld  
TWAS Presiden t Quarra isha  Abdool Karim  speaks on  the  
im portance  of science  to  an  audience  including loca l 
schoolchild ren  a t th is yea r’s Trieste  Next festiva l 

Science  is the  product of hum anity’s m ost b rilliant collective  im agination , sa id  TWAS 

Presiden t Quarra isha  Abdool Karim  a t her recen t ta lk a t Trieste  Next in  Trieste , Ita ly. And, 

she  added, th is is the  source  of insp ira tion  for m any of today’s scien tists worldwide . 

“Today as scientists, we  actua lly are  rid ing on  the  shoulders of gian ts—scien tists who have  

com e before  us who th ink about what the  world  will need ,” sa id  Abdool Karim . “They were  

ab le  to  not just im agine , bu t take  those  ideas and transla te  them  in to  som eth ing tangib le .” 

The  even t, titled ‘Science  for a  be tte r world ’, was part of the  2023 ed ition  of Trieste  Next. 

Th is in t e rn a t ion a l scie n ce  fe st iva l b rings m any visitors to Trieste , Ita ly, every year. The  

occasion  a ttracts scien tists, journa lists, p rofessiona ls, policym akers, students and  others 

in te rested  in  science , includ ing schoolch ild ren . Abdool Karim ’s ta lk was a ttended  by 17 

studen ts from  Deledda-Fab ian i High  School and 19 from  Addobbati-Brunner Jun ior High  

School, both  in  Trieste . They were  part of an aud ience  of over 60. 
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https://www.twas.org/taxonomy/term/537
https://www.triestenext.it/tc-events/science-for-a-better-world/
https://www.triestenext.it/
https://www.deledda-fabiani.it/
https://www.icroianogretta.edu.it/pagine/scuola-secondaria-di-primo-grado-addobbati-brunner
https://www.icroianogretta.edu.it/pagine/scuola-secondaria-di-primo-grado-addobbati-brunner


 
TWAS Presiden t Quarra isha  Abdool Karim  speaks during recen t ta lk a t Trieste  Next, the  
annua l science  festiva l in  Trieste , Ita ly. (Photo: G. Ortolan i/TWAS) 

This year's  Trieste  Next, he ld  22–24 Sep tem ber, was them ed ‘A new world : Science, cu ltu re  

and  innova tion  for a  susta inab le  fu ture ’. Abdool Karim ’s ta lk a lso  p receded a  roundtab le  of 

TWAS Council m em bers from  the  globa l South  who d iscussed  the  im por t a n ce  o f scie n ce  to  

a ll p ressing globa l cha llenges facing the  world . 

Abdool Karim  em phasised  the  im portance  of im agina tion  repea ted ly in  her d iscussion . And  

often , she  sa id , the  source  of new ideas is younger genera tions who have  the  ingenuity to  

genera te  and  pursue  new ideas. 

“I th ink younger people  particu la rly, you  have  grea t im agina tions,” she said  to  the  studen ts 

in  a ttendance . “You ge t to  th ink about what a  wonderfu l world  we live  in , bu t a lso  how we 

can  m ake  tha t world  be tte r, so fu tu re  genera tions can a lso  benefit.” 
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Most scientists, she e labora ted, are  in  the  p rofession  because they want to  leave  beh ind  a  

be tte r world  for hum anity. They a re  typ ica lly engaged  in  the  work of solving prob lem s 

re levan t to the  world’s grea test cha llenges, such  as d isease . She  poin ted  ou t that a fte r 

COVID-19, knowledge  about e p id e m io logy has becom e m ore  com m onplace . Through  

m easures to stem  the  virus’s spread  and  save  lives, people  have  becom e m ore  exposed to  

how ep idem iologica l work can a ffect everyone’s lives. 

“I th ink a ll of us, as m uch as we  want to forge t the  last three  years, rem em ber the  fea r, 

uncerta in ty, and  anxie ty in  our world  as it just changed  overn igh t,” she  sa id . “And for about 

six m onths, we  had  th is rea lly incred ib le  m om ent in  h istory. So while  we  have  th is m ajor 

rup ture  in  our lives, we’re  a lso  rem inded  tha t we’re  one  p lane t, one  hum anity. We’re  

in te rconnected, we  have  a  shared  com m unity, and  we  work toge ther to  find  solutions.” 



She  expressed  hope  tha t som e of the  young people  p resen t would  be  insp ired  by the  

p rom ise  of science and  find  ways to  con tribu te . “I’m  looking forward to  seeing what you  do 

to  m ake  the  world  a  be tte r p lace,” Abdool Karim  sa id . “This is the  best way to  invest in  the  

fu tu re  and show our apprecia tion  for what we  have  inherited  and leave  a  be tte r world  for 

genera tions to  com e.” 
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Trieste  Next volunteers look on  during TWAS Presiden t Quarra isha  Abdool Karim 's recent 
ta lk a t the  annua l science  festiva l in  Trieste , Ita ly. (Photo: G. Ortolan i/TWAS) 

Answering a  question  from  the  aud ience  about how science can he lp  governm ents 

m ake  e vid e n ce -b a se d  de cis ion s, Abdool Karim  stressed  tha t the  public will need  access to  

scien tific work tha t is be ing done . 

“If you  do the  type  of science  that’s going to  change  the  world , you  have  to  ta lk to 

policym akers and  key decision  m akers, includ ing governm ents and donors,” she  sa id . “And 

what I’ve  lea rned  is tha t as m uch as governm ent officia ls will te ll you  we  do evidence-based 



decision-m aking, they a re  e lected  officia ls, and  they have  a  very b road  constituency. [...] 

The ir fina l decision  has to  take  a ll of those  constituencies in to  account.” 

Which , she  concluded, is why she  likes to  th ink of science  d ip lom acy as extend ing beyond  

scien tists and  policym akers to  include  the  pub lic. “We don’t know everyth ing as scien tists—

we are  a lso lea rn ing. And  our knowledge  grows by deba te  and  d iscussion , in  fora  like  th is 

where  we  can  share  what we  know and  what we don’t know. But it can’t just be  in  one  

d irection .” 

Sean Treacy 

 

More  photos a re  ava ilab le  here  and  on  the  TWAS Flickr page . 
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Trieste  Next, the  annua l science  festiva l in  Trieste , Ita ly, as seen  from  the  cen tre  of Piazza  
Unità  d 'Ita lia . (Photo: G. Ortolan i/TWAS) 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/twas/albums/72177720311464742
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TWAS Presiden t Quarra isha  Abdool Karim , and  Alessandro Garbe llin i, Head  of Multila te ra l 
Scien tific Coopera tion  and  In te llectua l Property Office , Directora te  Genera l for Country 
Prom otion  of the  Min istry of Fore ign Affa irs and  In te rna tiona l Coopera tion  of Ita ly (MAECI) 
visit TWAS's Gazebo a t Trieste  Next. (Photo: G. Ortolan i/TWAS) 
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TWAS Presiden t Quarra isha  Abdool Karim , in  the  d istance  a t righ t, speaks during recen t ta lk 
a t Trieste  Next, the  annua l science festiva l in  Trieste , Ita ly. (Photo: G. Ortolan i/TWAS) 
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